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contemplated. It is the first comprehensive comparative legal
study that has been published in English for many moons,
certainly the first in any language to take adequate account
of the laws of the Americas as well as of Europe. It is, in sum,
a pioneer, intensive exploration of a substantial part of the
labyrinth of the laws of conflicts from the indicated inter-
national point of view, a contribution not only essential for
progress in this field but also of general interest as an exemplar
of the comparative method in law.
In pursuance of its undertaking to support this enterprise,
the University has made substantial provision to maintain and
implement the author's individual researches, including,
among other things, accommodations in the Legal Research
Library, ministerial assistance as required from time to time,
and editorial collaboration^ especially in adapting the author's
incisive expressions to the idiosyncrasies of English style, the
independent verification of all citations, and the preparation
of the various tables (except for the index, which was made up
by the author). In arranging this assistance, the responsibility
for which was cast upon the editor as a condition of the adop-
tion of the undertaking for a time by the University, various
obligations have been incurred, which deserve to be acknowl-
edged:
To the University authorities, to the Faculty of Law and
Dean Stason in particular, for their constant and generous sup-
port in the effective prosecution of the work. To all those who,
as members of the research staff, were engaged in one way or
another in preparing, editing, and seeing the manuscript
through the press, an exacting task in which the comparative
use of legal materials from many countries has presented an
unusual variety of questions, for their indispensable, respective
contributions, efficiently rendered. To Eldon R. James,
Law Librarian, Library of Congress, and Arthur C. Pulling,
Director of the Harvard Law Library, for the appreciated as-